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written decision of the Secretary shall 
be the final agency action. If the Sec-
retary, or designee, does not act upon 
the appeal of an initial decision within 
30 days of service of the appeal, the ini-
tial decision shall become final and the 
Respondent will be served with a state-
ment describing the right to seek judi-
cial review, if any. 

§ 26.53 Exhaustion of administrative 
remedies. 

In order to fulfill the requirement of 
exhausting administrative remedies, a 
party must seek Secretarial review 
under § 26.52 prior to seeking judicial 
review of any initial decision issued 
under subpart B of this part. 

§ 26.54 Judicial review. 
Judicial review shall be available in 

accordance with applicable statutory 
procedures and the procedures of the 
appropriate federal court. 

§ 26.55 Collection of civil penalties and 
assessments. 

Collection of civil penalties and as-
sessments shall be in accordance with 
applicable statutory provisions. 

§ 26.56 Right to administrative offset. 
The amount of any penalty or assess-

ment that has become final under 
§ 26.50 or § 26.52, or for which a judg-
ment has been entered after action 
under § 26.54 or § 26.55, or agreed upon in 
a compromise or settlement among the 
parties, may be collected by adminis-
trative offset under 31 U.S.C. 3716 or 
other applicable law. In Program Fraud 
Civil Remedies Act matters, an admin-
istrative offset may not be collected 
against a refund of an overpayment of 
federal taxes then or later owing by the 
United States to the Respondent. 

PART 27—NONJUDICIAL FORE-
CLOSURE OF MULTIFAMILY AND 
SINGLE FAMILY MORTGAGES 
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Subpart A—Nonjudicial Fore-
closure of Multifamily Mort-
gages 

§ 27.1 Purpose. 
The purpose of this subpart is to im-

plement requirements for the adminis-
tration of the Multifamily Mortgage 
Foreclosure Act of 1981 (the Act) (12 
U.S.C. 3701–3717), that clarify, or are in 
addition to, the requirements con-
tained in the Act, which are not repub-
lished here and must be consulted in 
conjunction with the requirements of 
this subpart. The Act creates a uniform 
Federal remedy for foreclosure of mul-
tifamily mortgages. Under a delegation 
of authority published on February 5, 
1982 (47 FR 5468), the Secretary has del-
egated to the HUD General Counsel his 
powers under the Act to appoint a fore-
closure commissioner or commis-
sioners and to substitute therefor, to 
fix the compensation of commissioners, 
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